
Prof. Stinely

PROJECT 2
Student Work Examples



The strength of each of the following works should be obvious, 
therefore I have decided to highlight only issues that need 

improvement within select works. 

Accompanying most images are captions highlighting areas of 
weakness within the works. These are project objectives that 

were either only partially met or missed completely.

The absence of written criticism from any one painting does not 
mean that particular painting is perfect, nor does it mean it was 

assigned an A+++++ grade.  



Although all of the work shown has been completed by Painting I 
students at ODU, not all paintings were completed using the still 

life requirements that you are to adhere to. Some works were 
completed from still life arrangements containing different kinds 

and quantities of figures. 



 This painting feels 
about 75% finished.  
The understructure 
of some objects is 
wobbly and the edge 
quality of the objects 
occupying the left 
side of the picture 
plane seem 
unrefined, indefinite, 
and too loose. It is 
hard to make out 
what some objects 
are and where they 
are in space 
(foreground, middle-
ground, background). 



 This painting also 
feels unfinished in 
areas such as the 
goose and orange 
cup. Both seem to be 
missing color shapes 
to further define 
their form.

 This is also a poor 
image of this 
painting. The glare 
on the left side of the 
image is distracting 
and does not allow 
us to fully appreciate 
the colors and 
contrast present in 
those areas.







 The fabric is missing 
darker, smaller color 
shapes (shadow 
shapes) in the 
foreground to 
emphasize its folds. 











 The cast shadows in the 
background are carrying a 
lot of weight in this 
painting. The figures in the 
foreground are handled 
with such care that, in 
comparison, the cast 
shadows in the background 
(on the wall) feel ham-
handed and sloppy. The 
transitions of color could be 
handled more 
transparently in some 
areas. 

 There are some areas in the 
foreground figures that 
could use a few extra color 
shapes. Such as the orange 
ball – it seems to be 
missing core shadows. Both 
the candle and sterno
seems to be missing 
highlights. 

 Although the label on the 
wine bottle is non-descript, 
I highly discourage students 
from painting objects with 
labels and graphics on their 
surfaces.





 The fabric is lacking 
color shapes, mostly 
in areas of highlight. 

 The composition is 
cropped in a way that 
makes the French-
press feel 
decapitated and the 
paws of the kitty in 
the foreground are 
also cropped. 
Zooming out just a 
little bit and allowing 
the French press and 
kitty paws to breathe 
would have helped 
this composition.



 Wobbly ellipse on the 
metallic can. THERE 
IS NO REASON FOR 
WOBBLY ELLIPSES or 
poor understructure 
on any figure.







 The white, 
ceramic pig 
pitcher most 
definitely had 
areas of darker 
color shapes 
(shadow 
shapes) within 
it. The absence 
of these darker 
shapes does 
not allow us to 
feel the full 
volume of the 
pitcher. 





 The figures are 
handled 
wonderfully in 
terms of the 
objectives of this 
assignment. The 
composition takes 
away from all of 
that work, though. 
We could chop 
several inches off 
of the left side of 
this painting to 
make a more 
successful 
composition. 
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